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PICTURED ON 
THE RIGHT; 
President Greg 
Cianciolo reciting 
the IBEW Oath of 
Obligation with 
our newest 
member.  
Pictured on the 
far right; Local 
124 Organizer 
Roger Lake. 

Brothers and sisters, 

There is a debate on capitol hill about providing another relief bill for 
those affected by the coronavirus pandemic. The Heroes Act, a $3T, 
bold and comprehensive coronavirus response bill that will meet the 
challenges this pandemic poses to our nation was passed by the House 
of Representatives.  
The House of Representatives  version addresses many of the needs of 
essential workers, which is a good thing. However, just like many other 
large spending bills the opportunity presents itself for additional legisla-
tion to be added to the bill. One such piece of legislation is the NECA 
supported, “Giving Retirement Options to Workers Act of 2018” or the 
“GROW Act.”  
 
This GROW Act draft legislation in its present form would be detri-
mental to our defined pension benefits. The concern of the Local 124 
trustees are twofold; the previously negotiated benefit improvements 
to the Local 124 pension could be void, and the NEBF pension benefits 
could not be increased if the GROW Act is passed in its current form 
and it really wouldn't provide any real  multi-employer pension reform. 
 
The senate has offered their version of the coronavirus response bill, 
HEAL Act and it doesn’t include the GROW Act which is a good thing. 
But like other spending bills there could be some compromise language. 
 
Unfortunately, labor is split on supporting this bill, the AFL/CIO is sup-
porting the Heroes Act as drafted, but the IBEW, Teamsters and many 
other unions oppose it because it doesn't’ provide the necessary multi-
employer pension reform. Therefore, we must contact and educate our 
members of congress to make sure the GROW Act is either stripped 
from the final legislation or modified to our satisfaction. 

Our Newest Member 

PRESIDENT, 
Todd Howerton 

Coming 
soon! 

New shirt 
designs 

CALENDAR 

August 12 General Meeting Cancelled 

August 19 Sedalia Meeting Cancelled 

August 24 
Executive 

Board 
Retirees Hall 

5 pm 

65 YEARS  SERVICE AWARD 
John Cianciolo Sr received his 65 year pin from Local 124 President 
Greg Cianciolo, PICTURED L-R: Seated; Mrs. C-Lottie and John Sr. 
Standing, sons; Greg, Jim, John  Jr., and grandson Caleb Titus.  
Three Generations of IBEW Local 124 members, and an astonishingly 
194+ years of service to our industry! Thank you for your service and 

Congratulations! 

Visit the ibew124.org 
website for a study on 
the  impact of the 
GROW Act to plans 
similar to our Local 
124 and NEBF pen-
sions. 
Or use the following 
link to view the entire 
text of the GROW Act: 
https://
www.congress.gov/
bill/115th-congress/
house-bill/4997/
text?q=%7B%
22search%22%3A%
5B%
22Donald+Norcross%
22%5D%
7D&r=311&s=9 

CONTACT YOUR  
SENATORS ASAP!  

In Missouri:  
Senator Roy Blunt; 
(202) 224-5721  
Senator Josh Hawley; 
(202) 224-6154   

In Kansas:  
Senator Pat Roberts; 
(202) 224-4774  
Senator Jerry Moran; 
(202) 224-6521 


